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Richmond Bridge Association
Annual Meeting 
May 8, 2024

The Richmond Bridge Association held its annual Meeting on Wednesday, May 8, 2024 at 6:15 PM at the Faison Center.  

President Debra Gardner called the meeting to order and welcomed all to the annual dinner, meeting and elections, and bridge game.  A quorum was present.

The March 12, 2024 minutes were approved. 

Treasurer Anne Atwood noted that RBA members donated over $44,000 to the Bridge Center renovation.  Revenue has exceeded expenses over the past year and some of our funds are invested in CDs and Money Market accounts.

2023 Congeniality Award:
Debra Gardner presented the 2023 Congeniality Award to Tom Billups.  

Election of Officers:
The following officers were elected by acclamation for the June 1, 2024 – May 31, 2026 term: 
	President:  		Barry Fratkin
	Vice President:  	Tom Billups
	Treasurer: 		 Anne Atwood
	Secretary: 		 Karen Hamlett

Incoming President Barry Fratkin spoke about the accomplishments of the last year.  Face-to-face bridge game participation has continued to increase.  Our fundraising for Bridge Center renovation was very successful, raising over $44,000 for the renovations.  He pointed out the banner with the names of contributors.  A final banner will be created to acknowledge those who contributed in June.  Additional generosity of our RBA members was acknowledged:  We raised over $6,000 for the Alzheimer's Association, gave $5500 to the Richmond Christmas Mother, and donated $2500 to the Faison Center.  Barry thanked Debra Gardner for her leadership over these past two challenging years.  He presented her with a thank you plaque.  Barry also acknowledged and thanked Linda MacCleave for the immense contribution to Friendly Bridge and the RBA by Linda and her husband Bob.

Election of Board Members:
Debra Gardner reviewed that the Nominating Committee presented a slate of four board members for the coming term.  Those nominated were Pete Martin, Margaret Peters, Mathis Powelson, and Jim Wetzel.  In addition, Zubair Hassan submitted a petition to be considered for Board membership.  Therefore, we had a contested election for the four Board positions.  Ballots were distributed to those present to vote.  In addition, twenty-two absentee ballots had been submitted.  
Masterpoint Awards:
While the votes were being counted, Debra Gardner announced the winners of the 2023 Ace of Clubs, Mini McKenney, and Virtual Ace of Clubs awards.

Election Results:  
Debra Gardner announced that the new RBA Board members elected are Pete Martin, Margaret Peters, Mathis Powelson, and Jim Wetzel.  The vote totals for each candidate were: Pete Martin, 103;  Margaret Peters, 97;  Mathis Powelson, 106; Jim Wetzel, 95;  Zubair Hassan, 40.

Longest Day:
Charity Chair Landon Woody announced plans for our annual Longest Day games to support the Alzheimer's Association.  Two games will be held on June 22 at the Bridge Center at 10 and 2, with pizza between sessions.  There will be a chance to bid on the opportunity to play with some of our top players.

The meeting was adjourned by Debra Gardner at 6:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
Karen Hamlett
Richmond Bridge Association Secretary


NOTE:  Following the annual meeting, Barry Fratkin announced the additional four Board members that the incoming President chooses.  They are:  Ed Kinlaw, Anne Alferink, Rhysa South, and Raun Kilgo.
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